THE  LONG  PARLIAMENT
much rather that the accused persons should be proved
innocent than guilty, the event would show that he
had sufficient grounds for the action that he had taken,
but in any case they might rest content that the crimes
of these men, whatever they might be, could not * in
any sort reflect upon those, his good subjects, who
elected them to serve in Parliament.5
On January 20th, the King sent a further message
to Parliament in the old strain. They were to digest
all the grievances of the kingdom into one body, and
he would give his assent to any means that might be
found most favourable for redress, and in this he would
not only equal, but exceed the most indulgent of
princes. Parliament replied with a repeated request
for control of the militia and for command of the
Tower into the bargain. The King declined to give
them either. Parliament signified its dissatisfaction
•by forcing the Bill for disabling the bishops through
the Lords. The King, determined to take no risks,
ordered Essex, who was in command of the home
armies, to attend him at Windsor. The Earl excused
himself on the plea that he had his duties to perform
in Parliament. It was the first act of open insubordi-
nation by one of the King's officers. Digby, who
like Hyde had now made a final severance of his ties
with the Puritan party, and was waiting on events at
Middlesbrough as a proclaimed traitor, sent letters to
the Queen and to Sir Edward Nicholas, the King's
new Secretary of State, advising that the King should
forthwith { betake himself to some place of security,
where he and others might safely resort to him3 and
he doubted not but that he should do him acceptable
service.5 These letters were intercepted by Parliament,
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